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Community Problem Solving
For educators who wish to engage their students in solving real problems there are two ways to participate in CmPS activities this year. The first option is the traditional Community Problem Solving competitive program, but there is also a competitive program for Individual Community Problem Solving and the non-competitive Action-Based Problem Solving Program. 

TEAM COMPETITION 
Once students have selected a focus for their problem solving efforts, they work to resolve the issue. Using the 6-step process teams develop solutions and implement an action plan. CmPS is the vehicle for the most significant learning experience - accepting and confronting real-life challenges. 

Registered teams will receive a packet of materials to aid them in their project. Included are a guide to the CmPS process, techniques for coaching, guidelines for project submission, explanation of the evaluation process, and sample projects. Coaches new to FPS who register teams for CmPS will benefit from the helpful CmPS Coaches’ Guide and CmPS videotape available in the FPS catalog. 

Teams will document their process from challenge identification to challenge resolution. The documentation and other project materials will be sent in ONE box that does not exceed 15” long, 12” wide, and 10” high, to the Ohio CmPS Evaluation Team postmarked by the date indicated on the current school year schedule. The evaluation team will review the teams’ work and supply feedback according to eleven different criteria (enclosed). 

CmPS projects deemed to be of the highest quality by the evaluation team are entered in the International Community Problem Solving Competition. The International CmPS evaluators will determine the top six teams in each division, who will then be invited to the International Conference. 

INDIVIDUAL COMPETITION 

The program materials include suggestions for selecting and implementing an individual service project as well as guidelines for submitting a competitive entry. All other aspects are similar in nature to those of the team competition with one student completing the work. 

